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DETACHMENT.

MILITARY CYCLISTS.|

The New Company Attached to the
District National Guard.

THE UNIFORM AND WEAPON.

How It !s Probable That the Musket Will Be
Carried—Regular Drills to Be Established—
The Company Will Compare In Character
With Any in the World.

OW TIIE NATIONAL
capital can boast that it
g has a genuine military
b4 bicyele organization
f/l‘l smong its numerous

protectorsand the mem-
- bers all active and en-
| ﬁ—:thm;tic voung men
= pelonging to the betier
class of society. Al
-- though the organizat on
"2 is but s few weeks old
it numbers about thirty
members, who may some
day be called mpom to quell a riot or protect |
publie property at the risk of their own lives, |
just the same as all of Uscle Sam’s regularly
ealisted men. The experiment has been tried
in this as well as in foreign countries and has
proved such a success that the bicyecle in the
near future will no doubt form s part of the
National in nearly all the states

A PICYCLE READY FOR WAR.

Bome three years ago Gen. Albert Ordway
eonceived the idea of establishing a bievele
corps in connection with the Distriet Nutional
Guard, but be kad to sbandon the idea because
of the small number of safety riders who were
willing to join such an organization. Since
that time soveral thousand safeiies have Leen
sold until there are now something like 20,000
riders in the District, and from them Gen.
Ordway expects to get a good number who are
willing to enlist in the service of their country
for at least three yeara

MTST FURNISH THEIR OWN WHEELS.

At present the members are obliged to fur-
nish their own bicyeles, so that a person in or-
der to become a member must at least possess
enotugh cash eapital to give him some sort of a
ﬂnﬁng in the commaunity, and for that reason
it is beheved that the members of the firet
mounted company of the kind will compare
favorably with any military company in the
world ro far as the character of its members
s concerned

AMBULANCE CORPS,
After a while, when the project has worked

well, it is thought that the reguiar army will
follow in the footsteps of the District of Co-
lumbia National Guard and establish & bieyele
corps for light cavalry work. Already the
British army bas tried the experiment, with
such success that the wheel is in practical use
in cavalry work. In the state of Connecticnt a
successful trial of this arm of the service has
been made, and, as in England, it is now an
established brauch of the service.

The company recently established is known
as the Washington Military Cyclists, attached
to the engineer corps, D. C.'N. G. The ma-
chines best adapted to the service are the safe-
ties, and it is desirable to bave them as light
and as durable as possible, as the ritle, ammu-
nition and tools grestly increase the weight
Itis sbsolutely necessary for each rider to
carry the necessary tools 1o use in case of acci-
dent %o his bicycle, and in this connection

other articlos, such as bolts and nuts, will be
carried, in order to insure against damage
which cannot be repaired.

CARRYING THE MUSKET.

The question of carrving the musket has not
yet been determined apon and while at present
that necessary weapon of warfare is being car-
ried in firm rests on the wheels, some of the
members think a chavge wiil be made and that
the gun will be carried upon the back. The
ammunition will be carried in the small pocket
that hangs from the saddle such as is used for
carrying the toola.

On the handle bar in front of the rider is to
be carried the knapsack, blanket and other
necensaries, and in it is estimated that the
weizlit, not incinding the rider, will be less
than seventy-five pounds.

The uniform of the defenders who ride the
sil nt steed consists of cavalry tronsers with
reinforced seats, infantry blouse, drop visor
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HOLDING A ROAD,
eaps and infantry gaiters. Such ia the undress

uniform. The dress suits have not yet Leen
determined upon, although it is probable that
most of the members will favor the reguiar
bicycle knickerbockers and the blue peajacket
such as is worn in the navy.

THE COMPANY ORGANIZATION.

When the company was formally organized
Lieut. Thompson of the corps swore in eighteen
members to scrve three years, as follows: E. D.
Anderson, W. A. Balch, Dr. R. L. Barrin
W. W. Lover, H. E. Crook, F. B. Coueh, Guy V.
Collins, J. W. Gillette, W. D. Hadger, E. B.
Hesse, W. L Lembkey, F. P. Libbey, A. B.
Morgan, J. B. McQueen, W. E. FPierce, R H.
Sione, Benj. Wall and 8. H. Wiggins.
Temporary officers were elected as follows:
First leatenant, F. B. Couch: first scrgeant, W.
A. Balch; second sergeant, F. P. Libley; third
sergeant, H. E. Crook; first corporal, Benj.
Wall; second coq;::ral, Guy V. Collins. The
civie officernare: Executive committee, Messrs.
Couch, Wall and Balch; recruiting committes,
Shannon, Wall and Couch; bugler, W. L. Lemb-
key; secretary, J. W. Gallette; treasurer, W. E.
Pierce; librarian aud club chronicler, Guy V.
Collins.

The tactics to be adopted are in the hands of
Adjt Gen. Long, who 1s adapting portions of
infantry and cavalry tactics to cyeliste. The
rules and tactics bave not yet been formulated.
‘Ihe members of the co have been going
tarough some of the simpier movements.

A ciab button Las been adopted and is being
worn by the members. It is a cirenlar pin
containing the letters, “W. M. C.,D. C.X. G.,"
togetler with cross guns and bicycle

THEE REGULAR DRILLS.

The regular drills occur Thursday evenings,
and as soon as the weather permits the corps
will, no doabt, do some road riding through
the country in order to make tests where the
scrvice in many parts of the county will be
most needed, aud later in the season an en-
joyable trip will probably be made when the
wembers go into camp for a summer outing.

The recruiting officers of the corps have done
some effective work since the organization was
effected and the work is still being pushed for-
ward with a determinstion and an increased
membership is assured belore the good riding
season begins, one or two months hence.
The bicycle is at ita best in Washington on
account of the many miles of smooth asphalt
surface and the comparatively few bills, so that
the new addition to the National Guard wiil
Lave quite an advantage over similar orguniza-
tions in other eities, where the drilling has to
be done on rougher streets and within a smaller
space as a rule. The broad avenues here af-
ford so much drilling space that the corps can
Bo through the tactics in almost any part of the
city without being cramped for want of room.

BOSTER OF THE ORGANIZATION.

Thursday night atamecting of the corpsacon-
stitution wasadoptedand the election resulted in
the choice of H. E. Crook, recording secretary,
W. H. Muzzy, tinancial secretary, and Benjamin
Wall, treasurer.
The roster of organization contains the fol-

wing:

F. E. Couch, first liecutenant: W. A. Balch,
first sergeant; F. P. Libbey, second sergeant;
H. E. Crook, third sergeant; Benjamin Wall,
first corporal; Guy comn:L second corporal;
W. H. Muzzy, third corpor

Privates—E. 1), Anderson, W. A. Boyer, R.
L. Barrington, J. W. Gibert, W. D. Hadger, W.
L Sembly, J. . McQueen, W. E. Pierce, A. B.
Morgan, L. H. Wiggins, B. H. Stone, E. E.
Clapyp, 8. C. Dalaney, A C. Shannon, H. C.
Leonard, H. Huddleson, W. H. Muzzy, E. J.
Cussin, J. L. Norwood, C. R. Murray, C. I
Henney, Al Mickener, C. B. Story and il. Dim-
mick.

Arms and equipments for fifty men will be
issued in a few days, and through the kindness
of Col. Clay the new company will have the
use of the center armory for drilling pur-
pores.

WHAT YOU MAY SEND.

Flowers Constitute the Best Kind of
a Valentine,

THE COMIC POET IN HIS GLORY

Carricatures and Lampoons That Will Burden
the Malls This Year—Keen Sighted Critics
Who Tell Theft Friends of Their Faults—
Some Bpecimen Verses.

ALENTINES OF THIS
season to be really
stylish, to be considered
&8 representing the
scme of good ftaste,
should consist of an
offering of lowers. And
even here discrimina-
tion must be used. If
it is & case of love's
young dream in its
incipiency; if it is an
exemplification of the
statement that “In the
spring & young man's fancy lightly turns to
thoughts of love,” amd this is the first time the
fancy has evidenced an inclination to take a
turn in that partieular direction, then a bunch
of viclets is the proper valentine. It is agreed
by the most eminent authoritiea that & bunch
of violets, the symbol of delicacy, of modesty—
as applied to a flower—is in barmonious keeping
with the sensations of this new duwn of fancy.

Price, $1.50,

On the other hand, if it is a matured case of
affection, one that bas withsatood the shock of at
least three lovers' quarrels and bas lusted un-
impaired through a summer's vacation and
pnrt of the Washington socisl season, some-
thing a little richer is appropriate, and a box
of roses, sprinkled with of the valley, is
suggested.

‘rice, $4.50 to $15.

If it is your wife—a trip to the theater anda
bit of supper alterward.

Price, lowest estimate, §8. (Of course, after
:r_smlan married you get seats in the dress
circle.

Now—and this ls between ourselves—if the
fcregoing figures ave out of reach at thie time,
owing to circumstances over which you have
nocontrol, &c., your only recourse is to poetry—
to indite to vour love a sonnet. The following
is suggested as & sample of the sentiments
which may be expressed:

"Ob! little loveliest lady mine,
Wit shail | send for your valentine?
Bummer and flowers are tar away,
Gloomy oud winter is kine todey—
Buds wiil not biow and sun 1.1 not shine,
What shali I do for a vaientine?

I've searched the gardens all throngh and through
For a buii to tell of wy love so trus;

But buds w. re asle«p and biossoms were
And the (alling snow caine down on my

Bo, littie lovelest indy mine,
Here is 1y heart for your valentine!™

Of course there may follow a slight embar-
rassment from the line which sa “I've
searched the gardensall through and ugh,"
as it is n question whether the may or may
not intimate that you might have tried the
florist.

NOT A GREAT VARIETY OF STYLES.

The Washington book stores are not carrying
very heavy stocks or a varied assortment of
valentines this year. A few gorgeous struc-
tures of paper and eatin, with verses reeking
with sentiment, may be found and there are
always on hand the orthodox little valentines
of German make, the perforated paper ones
with joyous-looking pictures of boys and girls
and undressed Cupidl;.

Eut the comic valentine is here in force. It
will not be denied that these vexatious liitle
cartoons, with lines which bear always a little
Boint—-juul enough to sting—will form the
ulk of the valentine freight which will burden
the mails. Who does not dreaa to find one of
these libels upon the breakfast tabie, the gift
of some precocious juvenile? Of course it isa
feeble joke; you cannot take umbrage at it, so
you laugh in a manner which you feel is some-
wkat forced and pass the screed around for
the boarders and the family to read. They all
laugh ut the ailly joke and inwardly chuckle at
the sly dig which™ is made at some foible of
yours of which yon and they are aware.
VALENTINE POETRY. ,
The character of the lines which accompany
the comic valentines is a study. Usually they
are of & rancorons nature. They would seem
to have been written by some embryonie poet
laureate whose early attempts had not Leen
appreciated by an unfecling world, and whose
supply of the milk of human kindness had been
considerably curdled thereby, rendering him
Litter toward his race, so that he takes his re-
venge in cartooning his feliow men.

‘lﬁe style of verse, viewed from a H

standpoint, is something to marvel at. Wit
that fearlessness which is oniyv born of the
genius required to write verses for valentines
be ignores the rules which timid writers per-
mit to control their efforts and trips lightly
from Iambic to Spondaic in the same line, from
Daetylic to Troclaie, and Dimeter blends with
Hexameter in the same breath.
No pent-up Utica of expression is his, for
stately Aloxandrine and dainty Villanelle alike
make up one verse, while Triolet and Rondean
merge rapidly into a Petrarchian sonnet in the
neit

BOME CHOICE THEMES.
A choice theme for the caricaturists is the
doctor. Hear how the graceless scrubber ad-
dresses the family physician:
You're only a guack, who lives on hard tack, and as
for your suowledge of puysic,
You wouldn't Luow a corn on tue toe from a desperate
cuse of phithisic.

Your ""‘J“‘f piliis certain to kill, and as for your loticns
an

anters,
They u:a.e the sick the worse, empty the purss, and
add o our woes and disastars, ¢

The rirtt thing to do, to et vid of you, and end all
our troubies and (s,

Isto ﬁ;;ﬂ:ku:hb;olxhuchu old quack by making
It is possible that the present activity in Dis-
trict politics may Le the occasion for the fol-
lowing ode to a politician:

You'd pose us a statesinan, you swagge

ri t:agt.
And try hard to awe us with bunkum undn{d i
Ut political prone:ples you talk quite glib,
But il that you're aite: 1s the public cril.
lon can stuff ballut bozes or pack & Calucus,
Bt into beiloving you Lunest you never could talk s,
The woes of the down-trodden working girl
are a favorite subject. The Eicm“ Tepresents
the unfortunate creature toiling in her garret
by candle light, while the mean employer, who

THE ﬁl’.;’ i ST_I-B-
¥he Interesting Discovery by am Unaamed
Scotchman

From the Boston Journal.

A pew star hes appeared in the “firmament
About two degrees south of the medium-bright
star Chi Aurig® it may be seen with a good
opera glass. It is of the fifth magnitude.

The stranger first came within the range of
human vision between Decewber 1 and Decem-
ber 10, but it was not observed by any of the
Asgus-eyed astronomers until February 1,
when Dr. Copeland, the Scottish astronomer
royal, saw it. Dr. Copeland was not, however,
the discoverer, for in a cable dispatch to Prof.
Pickering be ascribes the bonor to an anony-
mous observer. But uatil this anonymous Scot
abandons Lis reserve the newcomer will be
known as “Copeland’s Nova,” in bonor of the
man who first examined the spectrum and an-
nounced that it contained bright lines.

Temporary stars bave been observed ocea-
siozally in the tars which suddealy biaze
out and fame away for a week or a month or &

and then fade out of sight MayLap the
mot Betblebem was ove. In 1572 oneap-
peared in Cassiopeia and 1886 another in the
crown. The ome which now focusscs the atten-
tion of the scientific world is, »s belore men-
ticned, about two degrees south of the star Chi,
in the cousteliation Auri

Besides these marvelons tery stars
there are variables—I100 or thercabouts; stars
which at Jong intervals beceme visible to us Le-
eause of their approach to the esrth.

But & new star is quite 4 different object. It
fs a phenomenon of most euthralling interest.

It is, of course, hardly probable thatit isan |

infant; far more likely it s a siar w which
& tremendons volcanic eruption 1s taking place,
or, more wonderfully yet, a sun into which an-
other sun has crasbed with a viclence com-
with which the collision of & steamship
and an icebery is as nothing.
Wkile all the world is more or less interested
in the stranger, astronomical circles are
foupdly stirred by its appearance. The B‘w—
liest satisfaction is experienced by Prof. Pick-
ering sud his associates at the Harvard Cols
lege observatory; for while they bave not the
honor of the discovery they alonme csn prove,
and bave proven, that it is & discovery.

Bingo—"“I see that Grasby is taking regular
Sxercise in A nasinm."

Kingley—* & is his idea?"

Bingo—*“His wife gave bim an ulster for a
Christiaas present and ho is &y

GOOD EKICKEEA

Australian Birds Which Are Daagerously
Handy With Their Legs.
From the San Francisco Chronicle.

Dr. E. Usher of London, fellow of the Royal
Geographical Society and a sportsman of note,
who Las been in Arabia and other remote parts
of the globe hunting for big game, has arrived
bere from North Queensland and the desert
region knows as the north territory in Austra~
lia. This is an enormous stretch of country
thousands of miles in area, infested by canni-
bals, in which are giant emus, nombat and wal-
laby. It wasto hunt the emu that Dr. Usher
made his trip there. “A party of us went up in
that far norih region,” he said last night. “We
were among the cannibals, who are great in
size, being six and one-balf feet high and phy-
sically perfeck. It is a dry, sandy region for
the most part. us iu large numbers are to
be fouud over this territery. We hunted them
on horseback, and it was rare sport, for the
reason that they can run as fast as a bhorse, und
& very good one st that. We found the catch-
lug of emus almost as interesting as coursing,
besides baving & certain spice of danger about
it.  “An emu can kick as hardasa 1
bave seen men kicked so bard by this vicions
bird that their legs were broken. If I had m
chowce of Leing kicked by a horse or an omui
think I would take the horse. The emu stands
on one leg and with the other strikes a quick
aud most paralyzing blow. Inever would have
believed thai a bird had such pewer hsd I not
bad ocalar evidence of it during this trip.
Alter twoor three of our men had suffered from
the terrible kicks of these birds we did not ven-

in the eand. but in doing this we took care not
to collide with theemu. The eggs are more in
demand than the feathers. ‘lhey are very
are so tough that 1t is dificult
Professional curio makers drill o
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Is smiling beside his money bage, is thus
addressed: .
Hard-hearted, y eoling wretch,
W hm: only :I’nnu?;hl‘%‘fur yourself!
And bow you may, by any in: '
Increase your pile of --el,-uotw:
D'}:: }:::t:':,hl: n;::: ?ﬁﬁh"ﬁ?ﬂuﬂ deserves,
Eternui Justice m;,r siowly move,
but frow s wiin it Dever swerves,
This soulful song underneath the sign of
great house of Lumbard would seem to be
vibrations of a chord of sympathy which
been struck:
When we ses you ahout without overcoat on,
Fon Siich Setson . Coas it gt et
1s. by all odds, for yon the most fit Va'entine 5
A ghastly warning to the sporting fraternity
of Jack=on City is furnished in the picture of a
gembler banging to & limb, while underneathis
pinned:
You don't deserve a
hupe you'il meet it

the
the
bad
sign

etter fate,
o e 161 DOk the eStptatent
M:l; i“:m ‘o t:no::&.unh-.':nnm ﬂﬂl
a OGS
':CUC In{n put 1o mw“:-.
THE PUNSTER IN HIS ELEMENT.
It is when a chance for a pun occcurs that the
valentine poet feels in his element. The fol-
lowing is dedicated to a shoemaker:

Wege?hﬂn great and

When 1o sin and years yo
Reworse wil! fill yon for bad
udsiment’

[ 3
mmﬁt you'll sure be cast!

Occasionally the wipes the ink of bitter-
ness and gall from his pen and gives a fellow a
bit of friendly advice, as follows:
All tue money you can rake,
u"ﬁ"‘“‘w"'.’n? lh_il.
Incock pit- and gumbling pluces—
Bo ull cush > OU can Kot of,
' your employer's you juake bold of.
You think yoa're very }Ilu
Db tho Jd's tho sarae tn every oo,
Detaction, pusishment and dinersos.
f1 is in this strain that the bard sings of his
wife's dressmaker:
?.’?;‘&‘.’.."‘.".‘&'f‘s.“.ﬁm"“:.'u g
when it to ty ml
04 can wake OUL A4 Bret-clase 7
It must be admitted that he is rather severe
ntt:::ﬂ-cdr 'hmholad::.-hﬂ
pan
aud consternation of the chapples

chappies:
- SRR
-’;@ saurks susgestive

i

are fine

“"5-’-3""’"""" less or painted features
484 2 ruaah 0 some old Tark you Bad better try 4o

Verily, for facility of ¥ y
”ouo!a’tﬁnmuihnrh:ﬂ
g.u the comic valentine writer

ST. VALENTINE'S DAY.
Of course, compared with him, May Hanger-
ford, who wrifes in the February Century as
follows, is “not in it:"

**On this 8t. Valentine, his
The feathered sonzsster
il e e

. "l:r 1 1ting birds twill clear and Ky,
And'strive with sons t heaven's
Ao g t‘llu.o hp;om h veu's gate,

**The swelling buds shiow green .
For spring ScArve can
mﬂm lover ts his lay.

. "*The maid to love's sway
o T

‘Tes' it were t:: i”,;'l
ose eyes consent 10 {ate,
Whiie each true lovu’o;hnnu his lay.

+*A word of eruel scorn like "Nay*
Blrall not hi‘l, from the lips of Kate
Oy this St. Valent ne, his 'hﬁh - -

When each true iover chants
“CANADA BILL"

A Btory of the Most Noted of the “Confl-
dence”™ Men.
From the Detroit Free Press.

“When Larrived in Detroit last Saturday
evening,” said 8. V. Vail of Elmira, N. Y., “I
met Mason Long of Fort Wayne, Ind., in the
depot, and the sight of his well-remembered
face recalled many interesting recollections to
my mind. Long has been for a number of
years one of the best known evangelists in the
country, is & thorough Curistian and active
leader in all good movements, bt there was
time when he was as hard a citizen as you
could meefin & month’s journey. He was a
gambler and thtee-card monte man and tray-
eled for qnite a time with the notorious
‘Canads Bill' who .wae undoubtedly the
cleverest monts man that ever operated

in the United Btates. Sixteen or eight-
eefl  years ago. when ‘Canada 1l
was at his ielt. I saw couosiderabie

of him, and despite the fellow's roguery
an crookedness there was something
abouthim that I couldn’t help but admire. He
was & large-formed man, witz a cleanly shaven
fuce, & square juw, deep-set eyes and the ox-
pression of a wphinx. !Fis favorite dieguise was
the make-up of & caitle drover, and as there
were more members of that c¢lass on the road
in the days reforred to than now Canada Bill
bad no difficulty in prssing himself off as one
of them. He alwuyvs carried two or three con-
federates or ‘cappers’ with bim, nnd the money
that he won with his tbree littie cards during
half a dozen years, chiefly on the Lake Shore
railroad, would buy a bunk and pay officers'
snlaries for twenly years, Whenever arrested
Bill would plead guilty when srraigned, and no
maiter how large a flne might be imposed on
him he would fiush up a bundle of greenbacks,
count out the amount of the fine, thank the
court for doing ite duty and bow him-
self into the street. As an example of his
audacity I may cite the instance of his offer-
ing iho%nion Pacific Railroad Company #10,-
000 a year for the exclusive right of operatiug
his game on their road, and, furthermore, he
said he would agree not to fleece any one but
ministers of the gospel. Needless to say, his
generous offer wus not accepted by the rail-
road company. In the spring of 1874 1 was on
a Luke shore train between Toledo and Chi-
cago, bound west, when ‘Canada Bill’' suddenly
appeared in the smoking car where I was sit-
ng, and, after a few desultory remarks, pro-
duced his three cards and began carelessly
throwing them around on the seat facing him.
In a few minutes he had a crowd around him,
and, after two of his ‘cappers’ bad won 815 or
%20 apiece picking the right cards, a rustic-
looking fellow with & pipe in his mouth, who
bad been intently watching the game, produced
& fat pocket book, from which he took £10 and
bet that amount he could pick the right card.
He doubled Lis money in less time than it
tekes to count five and ventured again.
He kept on winning and evidently thought
luck was with him, whereas ‘Bill’ was nierely
stringing him, and in & few minutes he hud
wou six bets. Flushed with success he became
reckless, increased the size of his vets, and in
less than a quarter of an hour ‘Canada Bill'
bad drained him of every cent he had, some-
thing over #600. greenhorn reeled out
of the car completely (dazed, went forward to
where wife was and told her that he had
lost all the money they possessed. The woman
hustened back to the smoking car, and with
Aears streaming down her cheeks told *Canada
Bill’ that her busband, herself and ibeir two
small ebildren bad sold outeverything they
bad down 1n Mercer county, Pa., and were on
their way to Kansas to start anew in life. All
the money they had was the six hundred and
some odd dollars that her husband had just
lost at three-card monte, and, concluding, the
Leart-broken ereature exclaimed as she sank
on her knees in the aisle Leside *Bill's' seat,
‘I'be children and I must starve, mister,
just because my man was alfool.” ‘Canada
bill's’ stoical expression never changed a par-
ticle, but he put his hand in his pocket, drew
forth a big wad of money, counted out just
the amount the man had lost and handed it to
the forlorn woman by his side, suying: ‘Here's
your money, madam. I never rob women and
children; but I want you to kecp it to yourself
in the future, ns that husband of yours deesn't
know enough to go out without a guardian.’
Then, giving her £20 more, he continued:
‘Here's a present for the babies; now run back
to them and stop your erying.’ BSo, you see,
swindler and scoundrel that ne was, the king
of monte men had some redeeming qualitics,
and maybe they will be remembered when his
tinal uccount is made up. ‘*Canada Lill's' fuil
name was William Jones; he came originally
from down Montreal way and has been dead ten
years or more." .

It Was on Unexpected Tablean.

From the Chicago Tribune.

He is an inveterate gambler; nota profes-
sional, but one of those men who wants to
“match you” for anything froma supper to
asuit of clothes. He'll ebhake dice for the
theater tickets, “‘match you" for the street-
car fare, or ask you to ‘‘call heads or tails'
for a new hut.

And he was best man at the wedding. It
wus 8 house wedding, and the large reception
room was filled with guests e folding
doors opening into the library, where the
cercmony wius to be performed, were clused,
but a page stood at eithe side of them to open
them at the proper time. The bridal party
was to enter through a eide door o the libra: v,
and the marringe was to take place under a
canopy of roses. Everything was arranged
to e the ceremony as beautiful and impress-
ive as possible.

A man appeared at the door of the recention
room and gave a signal to the pages. The big
folding doors swung noiselessly vpen, revealing
the Library.

The bestman was there; also one of the
ushers. They were near the canopy of roses
and hed their backs hall turned on the guests.
The best man had something in his right hand,
which was poised in the air.

“All right he said. “A small bottle to the
health of the bride and groom as soon as we
get away."” .

He brought his rtfl.\t hand down on the palm
of his left and asked:

“*What do you call it? Heads or tails?"

It wasu't called. The concealed orchestra
struck up a wedding march, and two men with
red faces 100k their places in the bridal proces-
sion as best they could.

The tableau that knocked all the impressive-
ness out of one Chicago wedding—well, the best
man says it was the fault of the man who or-
dered the doors opened before the orchestra
began the wedding march, and that man won't
recognize the best man on the street.

Yes; & Coward.
From the Chicago Daily Tribune.

“See him ! Bee him !” he said exeitedly.

“Yes. What of it?”

“‘He's one of the regulators or something of
that sort down south.”

“Indeed "

“Yes. They say when he gets at the head of
& crowd with a mask on his face he looks sim-
ply terrible.”

*‘Been in lynchings, I i
"I‘h.‘t“- 'lg“l refer to. 31’ hasn't missed one
in his ten years in the parish.”
“WhatI“En n.iilﬁn man, didn's II fell
[ Wi A *
m:hnheuokpnrﬂn those troubles down
?l He's bu‘: at the head of five or six
negro lynchings kunowledge, and that'
outside of thowhit:t' i 3
O el O e s ol
any chances——" .
“And he wore &

WIZARD PORTRAITS.

ot | Remarkable Work of s Deformed

Artist in Nicaragua.

AMEMORABLEEVENING.

An Interview That Was Eagerly Sought and
Its Agonishing Results—Lovely and Accom-
plished Women and a Deformed Host—Two
Visits to the Studio With Vastly Different
KEffest.

R S

Speoial Correspondence of The Evenine Star.
Masaxa, Nicaraova, February 1, 1892

IGHTSEEING IN A
strange country always
calls forth greater in-
tercet when one believes
that he is not treading
ground already gone
over. Eo it is that such
expressions as  “'by-
paths”™ “out-of-the-
way places,” &c., are
used by those writing
of foreign scenes so
conveniently,. Even
those who know noth-

ing of a particular part of the world, who can-
| not even point its location on the map, tell
| whether the inhabitants live in palaces or hats,
i or whether there are inhabitants at all. have
their imagination excited by what is strange,
weird and incomprehensible, caring mothing
for the more eommon-place facte which could
be found in the encyclopwmdis. 1f some one
had talked to me of the history of Nicaragna,
her laws, resources and people 1 should doubt-
less have felt and expressed some intercst,
have minde notes that I might with scenracy
repeat what I bad heard, but I would probably
bave had no dificulty in fixing my mind on
the next object thatecame along and I should
not have tossed in my sleep with a brain act-
ive wiih phantasics born of the ideas I
had received. Yet soincomprehensible were
the hints 1 had gained respecting
what Haskine called “‘the old fraud
and wizard,” that more than ence before mern-
ing I saw that miserable being before me,
awakening with n start and relieved to find
mysell alone. Once I saw him in the perfection
of manhood—one could imagine no handsomer
creature—while “La Dellisima™ had assumed
the distortions of her spouse, and I wondered
and wondered how it was possille that I conld
80 readily recoguize them, so different and yet
pussessing their old personality. This, my last
illusion in sleep that night, was dispelled by a
clashing and clanging of Lells, for the sum-
mons to enrly mass is not here made by the
regular ding-dong we are accustomed to hear
at home, but is executed by a Lell man, who
swings the clapper from side to side, his skill
counted by his rapidity, and consequently the
result 18 a clamor stirring enough to wake the
dead. The sun was just lovking in the iron
Lars of the little window-like opening that is
in each door of every Central American house
in lieu of windows of the regular kind, and I
arose.
AX INTERVIEW WITH THE WIZARD.

For several days my mind had becn intent on
sécuring an interview with the “wizard,” as
well a8 an opportunity to examine his studio
and methods, but all whom I consulted were
uniform in their advice and said that I should
wait for a chance acqunmntance with him, for a
forced introduction would probably only an-
noy and cauke him to be less commuunicative.
So I humored his whim and waited. My final
success was a8 unlooked for as my failure bhad
been disappointing.

Again ]l had taken an after-dinner pasear,
this time in company with Huskins; watched
the sunset and as the dusk was deepening we
strolled toward the hotel. Suddenly I becume
aware a5 we passed noder a street lamp that
Don Ezequiel was before us.

“Adivs,” the universal ealutation among
strangers and friends here, was exchanged be-
tween us. How we became engaged in conver-
sation while standing there I caunot say, bat it
eeemed that we had long known one another,
80 much so that it did not surprise me to find
ourselves but a few minutcs after we had first
exchanged greeting talking without reserve,

*You have been here for several weeks,” he
said, speaking to himself rather than givinghis
words the inflection of a query.

‘““How could he know the length of my stay
here?” 1asked myself, for I was not aware
that he had ever noticed me. As by common
cousent we walked on side by side, and, upon
reaching his bome, he invited us witnin. The
house ditfered in no way in outside appearance
from others of the better class of residences.
It was but one story in Leight, as are nearly all
the habitations of Nicaragua, built of adobe
and windowless, if we except the emall open-
ings in the great doors of cedar. But the inte-
rior presented a marked contrast with anything
I had seen in this country. The furnishing of
the abode was of unusual richness. Siiken
curtains tastefully draped each doorway and
the upholsicry was in the latest styles and
showed us much taste as luxury. Everything
in the room blended bharmoniously; the pict-
ures, the frescoing and all decorations seemed
intended for combined effect.

LA BELLISIMA ANXD HER SISTER.

Waving us to seats our host left us for & mo-
ment and returned with her whom I only knew
as “La Bellisima.” Attired elegantly, but in
simple taste, I thought I had never before seen
a creature more beautiful, but when she spoke
her grace, tact and gifts of mind every mo-
ment became more and morgg apparent. Every-
tuing she said seemed inspired and never fuiled
to suggest more than the mere words indicated.
Haskins, as I could see, was quite as contented
with his surroundings as myself. We felt no
need of any entertainment more agreeable
than that accorded us. But the fair hostess
scemed to think otherwise. She asked if we
cared for music, and upon receiving an afirma-
tive reply said she would iutroduce her sister,
who would play some simpie airs, though she
seidom performed before strangers. In a mo-
ment she returned, accompanmed by a girl who
Lad just reached womanlkood and whose coun-
terpart the elder must have been but a few
years previously. There was no embarrass-
ment in her bearing, her peclusion from the
world having gained for her a mauner lacking
restraint ratlier than possessed of self-con-
sciousness, which is usually its result. We met
for the first time usl.mrently a8 old friends. 1
bad never imagined anything could so move
Hasking as did the appearance of this young
girl, whom he had never referred to in his talks
with me, and of whom, as I afterward learned,
he Lad never heard.

When a violin was placed in the hands of the
Yyoung musician she played in succession sev-
eral of those soft Bpanish aire thatseem born of
intense feeling nu‘f ressed. An hour EPnse-‘l;
she sang, played an fainad in our talk. Though
evidently slightly embarrassed Haskins had
exchanged many remarks with her aud, being
something of an amateur musician himself, had
easily interested her by suggestions in regard
to hier violin practice and hud even illustruted
his ideas by handling the instrument himself.
1 readily saw that the meeting between them
was of a kind not to be forgotten at once by
either of the two, and this knowledge caused
me uneasiness, th
attention of Doun Ezequiel that be apparently
had eeen little of the couple. Presen
host said:

“You may know that I aim to be an artist,”
this with such modesty that indicated to me
the power of the muster. *‘Perhaps you would
like to see my studio.”

A VISIT TO THE STUDIO.
Wamdﬂ:exprmduhwhddn'lo.
for that indeed had been the chief objectof our
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";\on must not be off

show you, for it is ratber personal to yourself.
I feit interested in working out your anc
when I first saw Enumd have 80 occupied my
leisure hours. you first visited my house,
some months I should bave shown youm
now let you see, but then you
seemed to be too greatly occupied to make
visit of more than a few minutes.”
Icould not comprebend his
was filled with expec
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was just finishing the task of these
lamps and t the end te to
stood. ly':::.hv'u t?'p:::m ainful,

pain
l:ll’ te mnml; of ou:elﬂwg tﬂel:o
only exasperating me. Finally he motionea
Haskins as he said: “You may remove the cur
tain from in frout of you.”

A SERIES OF SURPRISES.

He did so; then, laughing, exclaimed: “Oh, a
mirror! for we all saw his refiection there and
thought this only a fancy with which the artist
was introducing his works. But as we looked
we found that the reflection, as we thought it,
was motionless, The red background had con-
tributed toward giving the impression of = mir-
ror there. Haskins seemed dumfounded; he
bad put forth his hand to assure himself there
was 1O glass before him and leaned toward the
image. The deformed artist baving joined us,
put out his armand pressed him back, drawing
the curlain to its former position s the adjoin-
ing ome was removed aund again there was an
image of Haskine. A murmur of approval
arose from us all. While we realized t this
second figure was no less an tmage of Haskins,
yet there was something strangely different, a
generocus  hand, something more compli-
mentary than the retouching of a photo-
graphic negative had inflaenced it, soltening
and blending toward idealism every line of
form and face. We remained in silence while
atbird, fourth, fifth—1 cannot recall how wany
—of these constantly varying figures were one
by one revealed to us, and I couid see s glow of
approval and admiration on the countenances
Of our iair friends as they now turned toward
Haskins, for while that last izure was pertect
in manly beauty, something more than carthly
and undeemly utiractive, yet so gradually bad
the chiange been wrought, looking from oue to
the other of the forws in tue punorama, that
wheu the first scene was exposed to view we
could only recogunize it as one and the same as
that last shown. Haskins had siways Leen in
appearance a rather comely fellow, but when
I now looked at bim I could only see the Has-
kins of the artisis imagination. 1 canuot
Jjustly describe the effect on my sight. He was
that same careless lnskins [ had known be-
fore, yet, when I lvoked at him, there scemed
to be a suggestion of that ideal man which I
felt he must be. He was not slow in appre-
ciating the compliment that had beeu paid
bim sud saw cieariy the eftect this revelation
bad bad on his new-found friend. What 1 Lad
belore feared now became in my mind a cer-
tainty. [Espressing our satisfaction we re-
traced our sicps. lue exhibition had in some
way clated all in the party. Huskins' vauity
had been so touched tuat he looked at peace
with the whole world.

We returned to musie, song and am emjoy-
ment of a free conversaiion. Haskins was in
an atmosphere of encLantment, as was Dona
Angclina, who performed for him more of his
pieces on the violin. Don kzequiel now
noticed the absorbing intelest they exchanged,
and secwed very uncasy. e left tue room
and did not return for some time, but we pard
little attention to his sbeence. When he did
return L noticed my watch und was surprised
ai the bour, not hsving Leen aware of the
flight of tume. 1 arcose to leave, but Haskins
luterrupied my first word.

“You will excuse me,” he stammered, “for
making & request that perLaps 1 should not
mention. Bui what you huve shown me, the
work in your studio, seews so strange, so
supernatural in its power, [ can bardly realize
that it 1s more than a dream—a mere faucy of
my mind. Once more permit me to see that
1 may not doubt the eviuence of my sight,” bhe
entreated.

MODELS OF A DIFFENT KIND.

The reques: was willingly granted and we
moved from the luxurious apartment to the
corridor of the patio. Haskins wore the air of
& man who possessed only confidence and was
accustomed only to flattery, Who would not
rather enjoy such inteuse tattery as was pai
bam by the models the artist bad shown?

lhe first form was a repetition of what we
had seen. But we were startled when the ad-
joining cartain was displaced, and all of us ex-
chauged anxious glances. ‘lhe change in that
form and figure wus not toward the ideal we
Lad come 10 look upon as the real Haskins:
there was & suggestion of incongruity sbout
the whole figure. Then came the next and
others feilowed,

My God,” I heard Haskins fairly scream in
despairiug tones which I can never forget. He
secmed to move for something to dash at those
mousicrs of humanity, conswuntly growing so
terrible that we could but siare as we looked from
oue to the other. A ghastly expression was on
the face of each, wituessing the transtormation,
and, tight the feeling as I would, I was as
greatly overwhelmed by repugnance of the
K::wn of my friend a8 were the others. In

faceas I saw it now there wasblended expres-
siwns of all that was evil, every line of his form
and feature was distorted, there mingling all
influences of discord clashing for expression,
yet beyond question it was hndim. 1 heard
shriek after shriek that told of a Lopeless de-
spair, then a heavy fail. I wanted to fly from
the place as I saw our fair friends doiug in ter-
ror, but by a great effart I rensoned that really
no change had taken place with the msn swoon-
1ng av my feet, that it was only my old friend,
whose nerves bad been unstrong by a power-
ful exhibition of the artist. 1 fought my re-
pugnance to the man, though it was the great-
eat fight [ have ever made. How 1 carried him
home I do not remember elearly. But I put
bim to bed and for weeks his life was despaired
of. Inlis raging fever he showed that the
memory of that fatal night was ever present in
his mind.

* ° . . E)

It wasa | time before the sick man could
again leave his room. Not being able to com-
Elewly overcome the repulsive feelings that

18 presence excited, and not wishing to have
bim see that this was so, ] managed to keep
away from him as much as possible. He is a
changed man, I hear, and no longer lnii_.i.rit
the ins I knew of old. C.E

‘Written for The Even!ng Star.
'Tis Sweet.
"Tis sweet to hope in spite of Fate
And buoy our drooping spirits up
Till Fortune leta Desire create
Fruition's nectar in life's cap;
"Tis sweet to hug that fond Bellef
‘Which offers what our souls desire
And find our Fear's misgivings brief
Before Success makes them retire;
"T'is sweet to conquer things adverse
To our achievement of an end,
And find no apprehension worse
Than cautivus Forethought would commend;
'Tis sweet to think of triumphs won
By buffeting against that strife
Which dunuts a less courageous one
And brands defeat upon his life;
'Tis sweet to love, when loving gains
The object of profound desire,
And turns to joy the anxious pains
That fll the heart with yearning fireg
"Tis sweet to gcale the topmost round
Of ladders wiiich Desire ascends,
And from that zenith view the ground
‘Where Courage with Despair contends;
*Tis sweet to master evil greed
And bresk the hoarding grasp of Galn
When Noble Purpose prompts the deed
To prove them selfish, wrong and vaing
*Tis sweet to sow the germs of Truth
And see them grow to bear those seods
Which Virtue moids in minds of youth
For manly though:s and righteous deeds;
"Tis sweet to know that we have done
Our duties faithfully and weil,
And feel that we have justly won
The praise of those with whom we dwell;—
But when thissweetness acrid turns
And Hope goes down in dark
Then Life to ashy embers burna
And Desolation fills the air.
—Brgron T. Domia
‘Washington, D. C., February 1%, 1693

An Opening for & Live Man.
From the Detroit Free Press.
He arrived in & small western town from the
east, and after supper he interviewed the pro-
prietor of the hotel.

"

ATTRACTIVE HOMES.

Flowers and Their Employment for
Purposes of Decoration.

SOME TIMELY SUGGESTIONS.

How Home Workers Can Produce Handsome
Decorative Effects Without the Aid of a
Florist—Many Ways of Doing Embroidery;
& Detalled Description of a Pretty Pattern.

Writter for The Evening Star.
T THIS SEASON OF
-mﬁm4
in our lovdlvuity have
their festital garmetts
as well as the people.
Plants, flowers, lights

lets of rooms, and gen-
erally they prove as
becoming to houses scen
ordingrily in every-day
costume as do the bean-
tiful gowns of the hLos-
tesses on such gala oc-
casions. Really a transformation scené can
be effected in rooms not commonly called even
attractive by introducing enough greenery, with
suflicient color to set it off, just as & becoming
RoWwn makes a plein woman almost preity,
while the glowing lights of lamp and eandle
add the effect that animation does to s
Many plants and fewer fowers make s more
decorative effeot than more flowers and less
Kreenery to set off their charms, the flowers,
like jewels, are enbanced by their setting, and
folinge brings out their beauties as handsome
costume does that of jewels. Tall palms in
corners or recesses, lower plants grouped with
them, masses of maidenbair on the mantels and
jars of flowers set in prominent places, where
their coloring will be accented, make s good
arrangemsnt and disposal for d tion
SEASONABLE FLOWERS FOR DECORATION.

With the beginning of February the flowers
of 6pring associations are in favor, and, though
not plentiful as yet, the tulips and daffodils are
appearing at receptions, dinners and lunch-
eons, where their sweet suggestiveness is
alwavs appreciated. The pink and white
daicies are modest little flowers, but are won-
derfully pretty, used in & mass particularly;
and for home use are specially satisfactory—
they are so long lived in water—while a root or
two planted in a low jar will lnst for weeks as
SErelt centerpiece for the table. The single
white hyacinths with pink carnations in tall
cut glass vases were the effective flowers used
recently at a luncheon, with centerpiece of
linen embroidered in pale green, on which
stood a tall erystal lnmp with pale green shade.
This combination of color and flowers had 1ts
spring suggestions aleo, and they are especially
gratelul to us bere in this season, which has
brought o much of storm and snow to our
‘ciity, usually so exempt from the latter visita-

on.

SUGOESTIONS FOR HOMER INGENUITY.

I'read just lately how decorations for festival

occasions might be managed by home workers

with a little trouble, mantels snd doorways be- |

ing especially :poken of as effective points for

make the reception tof- |

:
i

white blessoms of some
The preity Wth-m-
hm{:;mmm:m&-m

Ll‘tunglhm I A Warm room in water
the buds swell and then bresk
biossoms long before buds on the
their bonnds. Thw and kindred devices
bulbs growing in water, peas and fazseed
wheat sown on cotton over a bowl of water are
specially intercsting where there are children
to be cutertained and taught by them sud are
well worth Wie attempts on theif account.
-———

¢ THE VENETIAN LACKE SCHOOLA

i
i HT

Venice Correapondence of tLe Mercer,

The lace of Venice, like ber glass and mosaics,
is & traditional monument %o ber ancient in-
dustrial grestness.  Venice is the carliest home
of lace, and from ber hands it was introduced
into other countries. The first lnce was made
by nuns within the walls of convents, for ee-
closinstical garmenta. With the fall of the
Venetian republic the convents were closed and

| this graceful industry was lost for an eutire
centary.

I I870 the Princess Margherita, mow Queen
| of ltaly, determined to revive the art and preo-
| ¥ide employment for Venctian women strug-
| gling ia the throes of poverty. To her is due
| the credit of the origin and endowment of the
| existing schoola. These schools are subsi-
| dized by the Italinn government and are un der
| the direct control of a company of which the
| Chevalier Jesurum is at the bend. There are

DO seven schools in full aud sctive oporation

in Venice and her surrognding sianve The
| principal building juts up against the time-
| volored walls of San Marco aud from this pie-

turesque spot, under the very wing of the
cathedral, imsne somwe of the most o Ljlisite pat-
Serns of lace that the world produces.

Yestorday | walked through the warions
rooms of this schiool aud saw e women ab-
sorbed in their tedious work. The ¥ were of
all ages and sizes, from the sofi- yed giel of
twelve 10 the gray-haired wowsn of sixty.
Each sat on & low stool and held a plump,
square cuslion in her dap.  On this cashion
was pinned a strip of paper marked with the
pattern to be foliowed, and 1uto this pattern
the mumblc-fingered worker sticks R as -
beoded pins and twists ber threads abont
them.  From twoenty 10 Gifty shutties depouded
from all sides of the cusbiton, aud these wers
thrown across and back with the rapidity of a
typewriter bandhng the keys of her machine.
The pins were consuntly withdrawn and re-
pinced as the threads advanced slong the
tern. The process is so simple that it looks
like play, but the lace produced Tepresents
thonsands of hard gol: dolisrs. 1he wilu-
ple  laces grow rupadly under the dex-
terous fingers of the women, but the ex-
quisite rose point and i kindred gquali-
Lics evolve with » slow and proud diguity,
A number of womon were at work ons mew
lace, designed by the Chevalier Jesurum. This
was woven with bright-colored silks and devel-
oped flowers and birds i sl thoir patarsl
sbhudes. FPolichrom is the uane given th deli-
cate fsbric. Ghe cost of some of the bhand-
made thread used in the foer laces is onor-
mous. ltas ntun from an espocial kind of flax
and bas boen known 1o bring the extraordinary
price of #2600 a pound.

In this building there are large exposition
rooms, where lace is sold at fiacd prices vary-
Ing lrom 49 cents 10 §600 & yard. ben 1 say
fixed prices I mean 10 give the iupression that
the duiuty fabrie is valued upon a stationary
basis, according to the tme consumed in ite
wanulacture. The women wre paid 110om §4 1o
<0 cents o day, and their work is valued st &
| fixed weale of profit. If the ld-cent woman
1

massing flowers. Checse cloth, 1 should sup-
pose of the same color as the flowers to be ap-
plied, is made a foundation, the edges being
cut in a form to suggest its having been draped
—that is, with one end higher than the other,
for instance—and onto this the flowers are
sewed with strong thread. The flowers alone
may be put closely together, such as pink roses,
or they may be mingled vilia folinge, or if low-
€rs are carce pretty green vines or leaves may
be substituted. I think this idea might be well
carried out in the country, where generally all
sorts of pretty greenery may be found in the
woods for the gatheriug aud a florist’s services
are not often to behad at band. When orchards
are in bloom a Ja

fruit blossoms could be made very charming, it
seems to me.

A BOOM IN PINK.

To decorate & room in pink, for instance,
have a pink cheese cloth drapery over the door,
more like a lambrequin in shape than like »
portiere, and have sprays of peach blossoms
put closely over it If is an upright
piano a drapery of vines festooned across the
Tront, with a great jar of the blossoms on twigs
long enough to give a ver{ eflect,
would be lovely. A mante drapery, and may
be a dn'zing on mirror or picture hangincg
above, both sewed to the pink cloth founda-
tions, would also be very eflective. Special
rooms would probably suggest further decora-
tion, but this is in & general way suited 1o al-
most any place. In rose time in the conutry u
perfect rose bower coula be made followiug out
this same idea, sprays of roses with the clus-
tered blossoms being used on the pink ground-

work
CROCEETED TRIMMING TO PREVAIL.

It is prophesied that crocheted trimming will
be used in the spring, and with the prevailing
fancy for the Irisk point and similar laces it
scems a likelv prediction. These laces have
been used on silk and wool alike this winter,
and the India siike and sheer cottons for sum.

mer wear will be equally pretty to combine
with them; yokes of lace % i

- y seem h:mt—
able for summer gowns, and something R
made might be adapted to this form, or u“fn

edge 1o bretelles or rests, or in many other
ways that a fertile fancy could suggest. If
beavy laces are to be used on they are
to be chosen also for household linens of all
kinds, and band-made edges are much liked.
When one bas littie time for needlework of
most kindsa good deal may be accomplished
it & piece of lace is at hand ready to be tuken
up for even a short time and an inch or two
-Ed.gdto its length.

MANY WAYS OF DOING EMBROIDERY.
There are many litile ways of doing em-
broidery ‘Ih_nt an expert learns to avail herself

Was a pretty one, of violets in the

a bunch of two or three tied
with u bowknot of ribbon being in each corner,
while scattered ones. some stemless, some tront
ge" tnodgu,h:w' d ng

e ou a roun in
center of the plain li':.u.. hhmm
in natural forms they were
natural ooknhlh.'l: shades
being used, w shades
the leaflcss stems.

7

T
t

il

i

i

Ei

Gif
rpﬂ '

i

nesque arrangement of |

s ten duys in meking & yard of lsce
| this yard of fabric is sold for 30 frances, which,
ol course, Inciades expouses of tWuls,
house reut, &e.
J 1Lere is aico & museum here devoted to the
| preservation of old laces. llere the embroid-
ered fabric of bastory and romance enrolls it-
sell beiore you—somber with tragic staius at
one place, gay at anotlier with the rosy smties
| of lite. Tue wost remarhable ploco on exbi-
| bitiou is a Houuce mude especinily tor the Em-
press Murie Louise by order of Napoleon. 18
| i qaite probable that the equal of (s pattern
| Wil never be produced. Ihe texture of this
| article 1s 50 line that one could Huugine it the
work of a fary. It is pomnt d Aloncon with
flowers, candelabra, symbolic vases sud birde
Which lose themsclves i & mass of delicate
tracery.

1tus precions picce was the heritage of &
family of Parma, who sold it to the museum
for an enormous price i gold. Ila this mu-
seum haugs the poruait of Yueen Victuria in
the costume worn st ber jubilee. The lsce of
this costume was all made m the Venetiaa
schools, and is the Soest work shat bas been
done by them,

The sceond school in point of size s situated
upon an island that sparkies like & lewel im-
bedded 1u the sea. A path, taarked st sntervals
by posts, leads ncross the picturcsque lagoon
to ttie Island of Burano. Down this path you
glide swittly and soitly. A mere twist of the
hand of the silent gundolier sends the light
boat forward over the gulden water. You
float up 10 & landing aud the carsman  fastons
his craft to oue of the many bluc-topped posts
that protrude out of the water.

The Burano point lace is so famons thet it
does not require a minute description st my
hands. It bes been successlully revived and
the old patterns are being roligiously followed.
The girls employed in these schouls are of uni-
versal beauty. They are gentle natures and
turn their lurge, soft eyes upon you with an
expression of innocence sud conlidence. Im
the old cburch on the sland an auntique altar
lace is preserved that is said to be the finest
piece of lace in existence. It was designed for
and has never left the church, and is beld in
inestimable value.

1% the prison on the Island of Gindecos lece
making is carried on by the women inmstes
aud the men manufacture damask.

Under the direction of Signor Jm the
industry bas grown to enorwous pruoportions,
employing no less than 4.000 wowen. It i not
conducted solely for the purpose of gain, but
to keep the nimble fingers of Venice mn active
operation. Of course the schools torn out &
large product, the greater Jmﬂ of wluch finds
its way to America.  Paris dictates the fashions
of the world, especially i women's wear, and
consequently quotes the price on lace. The
bulk of the output of the Veuetian schools is
sold from their beadquarters in the Avenwe
de I'Opera.

Two Polite Men Mest.
From the Chilcago Daily Tribune.

M. G. Tousley of the Englewood Eye was sit-
ting in his office, 246 624 street, lust night when
he thought he henrd s footstep in the room.
Turning, he gazed into the polishod barrel of &
revolver. =
**(ive me what money you have or I'll shoot,

. 1d with * Mr. Tousley re-
xl.n:i_‘f-‘t’:;t—lﬂ-w tv tell you the truth, I
) t about me.”
;;:::b::d:d:otﬂ!wprd. He walked
backward to the door, keeping Mr. Tousley
covered with the revolver, bowed courteously,
and vanished as quietly as he had come.

of | gaid = gruff voice.
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